


WHAT IS DINGO ASSOCIATION
The activity of Dingo Association began in 1965, when two animals lovers met in Venice: a British woman, Helena Sandesr, learned from Gina Scarpabolla of Venice about the difficult life of stray animals, abandoned, ill or dying in the streets. From their meetings, which other people gradually took part in, the Anglo-Venetian Group for the protection of stray animals founded in 1969. It was called “Dingo” for the name of the first dog that was saved by the Group.

At first, Dingo took care of both dogs and cats but as time passed, due to the increasing amount of work, it divided into two branches: the “Dingo Association for the protection of stray animals” that focused on stray cats, and the “Venetian league for the protection of dogs”.

In the first years, dingo had to rely solely on people who fed the numerous cats in the city of Venice, on warehouses and on private homes made available for kittens and ill cats.
Finally, in 1989, the City Administration of Venice built a cat shelter on S. Clemente, a beautiful island in the lagoon of Venice, for the worthwhile activity of Dingo. It hosted about two hundred cats, some already living on the island, others abandoned, suffering from long-term illness, or homeless due to eviction or death of their owners. In agreement with the City Administration, Dingo was given the responsibility of taking care of the shelter. In 1999 the island of S. Clemente was sold and the cat shelter was rebuilt in Malamocco, on the Lido of Venice. Today it hosts 180 cats, lovingly cared for by volunteers of Dingo.

The other thousands of stray cats living in colonies in Venice are helped daily by both Dingo volunteers with funding from the Association, and by many other generous people.
Today, the Association has about 700 members and many friends, in Venice and in Italy but also in other Countries.

WHAT DINGO DOES EVERY DAY
The activity of the Association in defence of stray cats includes bringing food daily, protecting them from cold and danger, taking care of ill cats, sterilising and finding reliable adoptions.

Dingo directly protects about 500 stray cats with its resources. The cats are scattered throughout the city and inhabitated islands, in many colonies, gardens, cloisters and other areas.
Recently, a chapter of Dingo has been formed in Mestre (the modern part of Venice on the mainland). Thousands of other stray cats live there, under conditions even worse than those in the lagoon (because of the traffic, construction sites, unleashed dogs, mistreatments and condominium opposition). In agreement with the city of Venice, it also runs the cat shelter, with its cats. 

For the cures, Dingo uses some veterinarians who practice at reduced fees; for some years, unfortunately, the public veterinarian service (ASL 12 of Venice) has been extremely limited.

Dingo also receives continual sightings of abandoned cats looking for a new home, takes in and care for stray cats who are ill, wounded or in danger, and reports cases of mistreatment. In addition, it finds safe homes for about 200 cats per year, thanks to ongoing appeals in the daily newspapers of Venice and to efforts of its own members. Adoptions are always carefully chosen, accompanied by a “Declaration of Adoption” and monitored as much as possible over time.

Obviously, fund-raising is very important. In addition to membership feels and donations, Dingo periodically sets up stands in markets, selling objects and informative material; every year it prints a Calendar with drawing and poems about cats in Venetian dialect, which has been quite successful. Just before Christmas, it organises a praty by now traditional, for Venetian School children, with an art exhibit about cats by many children.

Dingo also offers the possibility to “adopt from distance” one of the many stray cats in Venice for a year or more, for 108€ per Year. Many cat lovers, who can’t keep animals in their houses or who don’t live in Venice, take advantage of this possibility.

Dingo publishers a trimonthly bulletin for its members and many supporters with useful information about its activities. Dingo is in close contact with animal associations worldwide, and is a member of AISPA (Anglo-Italian Society for the protection of animals) head quartered in London.
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